Paris Farmers and Artisan Market (FAM)
MARKET SQUARE 
400 S.W. 1st Street, Paris, Texas
903-784-9234
Vendor Guidelines

HISTORY & MISSION STATEMENT
	Mission Statement: 
· Bring fresh, local food items to the public.
· Provide local farmers and producers with a place to sell their goods.
· To ensure at least 75% of all agriculture products sold are grown in Texas. 
· To be a hub of activity and thereby enliven the downtown commercial district.
 
History: 
The area designated as the Market Square was purchased by the City of Paris in August just a few months after the great Fire of 1916. Prior to this time, the downtown plaza center was the place for barter and exchange. The current location has remained a Public Market Square for over 100 years.

The open air pavilion was built as part of the 1986 Main Street Project with 32 designated stalls, equipped with tables, water and electricity. The Paris Market Pavilion was designed and built by the City of Paris for the convenience of both farmers and consumers.   

II. FARMERS AND ARTISAN MARKET HOURS OF OPERATION AND FEES

Market Square is available Monday – Friday, and Saturday evening by reservation with a special events permit. See paristexas.gov. Electricity and access to water is available. 

FAM Seasons and Hours: 
Regular Season: May – October, 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. or sell out
Mini Market: November – April, 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.    

Fees: 	Daily Fee: $15 
Monthly: $35    
Season Fee: $180 (6 months)
Mobile Food units: $25 per day, two days consecutive, $45
Paris-Lamar County Health District Fees: See pages 7 & 8

Payment:  Must be paid by Friday 12:00 p.m. or business license cannot be issued.
In person: cash, check  
		Online with credit card (5% fee will apply) 	
					
Apply online:  paristexas.gov/farmersmarket
Mail checks payable to: 	Paris Farmers and Artisan Market
		P.O. Box 9037 
		Paris, Texas 75461

City of Paris Main Street welcomes any volunteers who want to support the FAM activities. For more opportunities to volunteer, please contact the Market Square Manager at mainstreet@paristexas.gov or call the City of Paris Main Street office (903) 784-9293 or use the volunteer form located at www.parismainstreet.org

The City of Paris is not responsible for lost, stolen or damaged property. Sale, use or possession of alcoholic beverages or drugs is prohibited on Market Square Property.
No smoking or vaping allowed on City Property by Ordinance, Sec. 7.03.006 

III.  SPECIAL ITEMS:

1. Beef, pork, poultry, seafood and milk products require the appropriate State of Texas permit and approval by the Paris-Lamar County Health District (See page 8). Any copies of licenses or inspections certificates must be on file with the Market Square Manager prior to setting up at the Paris FAM.  

2. Vendors may sell yard eggs provided they are clean and have no cracks. Vendors must meet all Texas Department of State Health Services requirements.  A Paris-Lamar County Health District permit (See page 9)   
	See V. RESOURCES on page 5 for details.

3. Paris-Lamar County Health District Inspections: All permit inspections will be conducted Monday-Thursday from 7:30 – 5:30 p.m. (903) 785-4561.  NO inspections will be conducted on Saturdays during the Paris FAM.

a. The Paris-Lamar County Health District Official and Market Square Manager will schedule an annual and semi-annual vendors permit inspections for vendors selling frozen meats and yard eggs in April and October. A public notice will be posted 10 days prior to scheduled date. 
b. Vendors unable to attend annual and semi-annual inspection may contact the Paris-Lamar County Health District to schedule the permit inspection during the regular business hours listed above.  
c. The Paris Lamar County Health District will issue permits after the inspections. The permit will be required prior to selling at the Paris Farmers and Artisan Market.

4. Vendors may sell homemade canned goods provided the appropriate State of Texas permit is obtained and checked by the Paris-Lamar County Health District –Contact the Health Department (903) 785-4561. 

5. Vendors may sell honey, provided new and clean jars are used. Additionally, contents must be identified and the name and address of producer must be attached to the jar.

6. Paris FAM welcomes Cottage Food business. All Cottage Food vendors are required to abide by Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS).  Please see V. RESOURCES on page 5 for additional information. 

7. Peanuts and pecans are permitted to be sold at the Farmers Market. 

Vendors who sell taxable items or have taxable services are required to obtain the appropriate Texas Sales and Use Tax Permit. A copy of the permit must be on file with the Market Square Manager. See V. RESOURCES on page 5 for more information. 

Vendors and Patrons: All questions about the Paris FAM operations or complaints will be addressed by emailing or calling the Market Square Manager mainstreet@paristexas.gov 903-784-9293 or Director of Planning and Community Development  oamomensah@paristexas.gov 903-784-9224 












IV. FARMERS AND ARTISAN MARKET RULES AND REGULATIONS

*Any of these guidelines may be amended at the discretion of the Market Square Manager without prior notice.

1. All vendors are required to submit a completed application with an itemized list and may only sell approved items. Market Square Manager reserves the right to refuse participation or sale of specific items. 

2. Registration Process:
a. Register online paristexas.gov/farmersmarket 
· Applications will be accepted until Thursday at 5:00 p.m. prior to the Saturday event.  
3. Staff review of applications. Upon meeting all requirements, an invoice will be sent. If denied, reason for denial will be sent through the MyGov portal.  All vendors under 18 are required to submit a Youth Hold Harmless form to participate 

a. Payment of invoice
· Payment must be made prior to 12:00 p.m. on Friday before the requested dates of set up or application cannot be approved. 
b. Issuance of Business License.
· No vendor shall set up at the FAM without a valid Business License.	


4. Monthly fees are accepted month to month, beginning at the first of the month and continue through the 15th day of the month.  NO prorated or partial payments will be allowed. 

5. All vendor spaces are assigned on the Business license. Table spaces are not guaranteed, and re-assignment of table spaces may be necessary. In the event of vendor absence, reassignment of spaces will go through the Market Square Manager. Vendors must notify the Market Square Manager no later than Thursday prior to the market by email Mainstreet@paristexas.gov.   (See SITE MAP page 10)

6. Business License must be placed in plain view of the consumers. 

7. Vendors not set up in assigned tables by 8:00 a.m. may forfeit their table space to registered vendors in the overflow spaces. Late vendors should prepare to bring their own tables and canopy.  

8. Mobile Food Units: Must be inspected by the City of Paris and Paris-Lamar County Health District and proper permits must be on file with the Market Square Manager. All mobile food units will use the location designated on the FAM Site Map on page 10.

9. It is the responsibility of each vendor to abide by all state and federal regulations which govern the production, harvest, preparation, preservation, labeling, and/or safety of products offered for sale at the market. Vendors are liable for their own products. 

10. Texas State Law governs the sale of Cottage Foods. Vendors are responsible for knowing the laws regarding the sale of Cottage Foods at the FAM.  For more information see Section V: Resources on Page 5. 

a. New Cottage food vendors are required to take the course opening a cottage food business. An individual who operates a cottage food production operation must have successfully completed an accredited basic food safety education or training program for food handlers as required by FAM.
b. Vendors are required to submit a comprehensive list of eligible cottage food items to be sold on their application. Only items eligible as a cottage food approved may be sold.
c. A cottage food production operation is defined as an individual, operating out of the individual’s home.
d. All Cottage foods must follow proper labeling requirements as stated in the Texas Department of State Health Services information.
e. Vendors violating State Law requirements for Cottage Foods or selling items not listed on their application will receive a verbal warning from the Market Manager and must remove the item immediately. Repeated warnings will result in revoking of vendor’s Business License and selling privileges at the Paris FAM.

11. Paris FAM is a Certified Farmers Market by the Texas Department of Agriculture. It is the mission to provide FRESH, LOCAL FOOD to the public. However, we recognize the value of artist and craftsman to the Market. ALL artisan goods will be reviewed to determine eligibility:  
a. An artisan is defined as a person who offers or sells products typically known as "handmade" and originating from a trade or occupation of the sort requiring skill and training, particularly manual skill combined with a knowledge of the principles of the art.
b. Natural materials or agricultural products must be used. 
c. Photographs of all products will be included in the application.  
d. An Artist bio and summary of how items are created, and original works of art is required with application. *If your art is in a gallery or on a website, please list in Artist bio. 
e. A list of all artisan items/craftsman work is required with application.  
f. The Artisan committee will review applications to prevent duplication and saturation.   
g. It takes a minimum of ONE WEEK for review process to be complete. Interested artisan/craftsman vendors need to plan accordingly. 
h. A Texas Sales and Use permit is required.
i. Submission of an application does not automatically secure admission to sell at the Farmers and Artisan Market.

12. Electricity is provided for use of small fans, mobile devices such as iPads, and small electronics. Appliances with compressors such as refrigerators and freezers or any other heavy appliances may not be accommodated. Please indicate the appliance and power needs on the application.  Electrical needs will influence vendor placement.

13. Vendors must present their products in a professional and clean manner. Selling stalls must be kept free from safety hazards. Produce unfit for human consumption should not be visible and be properly disposed. 

14. Vendors shall maintain a courteous and professional manner at the market. NO vendor will interfere with other vendors and their customers during the FAM operations.

15. All profane, abusive and discourteous language is prohibited and shall be grounds for termination of selling privileges. No loud hawking of items is allowed. At no time may vendors encourage consumers away from other vendors in any manner, verbally or otherwise. 

16. Vendor’s children brought to the FAM must be always supervised by an adult. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

17. Children of vendors holding a current business license can set up at their parents’ booth under their supervision. 

18. Vendors under 14 years of age must be accompanied by an adult.

19. All products shall be clearly priced, and all vegetables shall have listed the COUNTY where they were grown.

20. Vendors must furnish their own display equipment. Produce, displays and signage must remain inside this designated area. Display containers and produce should be stacked no more than (4) feet off the ground. 

21. Trash containers on the FAM open air pavilion are for public use only.  DO NOT discard unwanted items, such as boxes or unsold produce in trash containers.     

22. Vendors are allowed a maximum of two stalls per day depending on availability and approval of the Market Square Manager. Stalls must be side by side and between the existing support posts on a first-come first-serve basis if available. 

23. Vendors may not display sliced, cut or plugged produce unless it is covered with plastic wrap. Machine pea shelling is permitted.  Hand shelling is prohibited.  

24. Vendor’s vehicles must be parked in the stall that coincides with their assigned space.   
a. For the safety of our patrons and others, vehicles shall not extend beyond the covered canopy. 
b. Vehicles shall not block driveway entrances.
c. Vendors bringing more than one vehicle must park on the parallel parking on 2nd SW on the west side of Farmers Market or by Skate Park.
d. Vendors are prohibited from leaving vehicles parked overnight under the pavilion.

25. Vendors must be properly dressed.  Shirts and shoes must be worn at all times. 
26. No loitering or any other activity that disrupts the buying or selling at the Farmers and Artisan Market.
27. No running, riding bicycles, skateboarding or skates are allowed on sidewalks or inside of the FAM area
28. Vendors are allowed to sell wholesale to other vendors.
29. Sale or give away of live animals is not permitted at the Market Square during Farmers and Artisan Market hours. 
30. Vendors are not allowed to bring personal pets to the Paris Farmers and Artisan Market. 
31. Market Square Manager reserves the right to do farm visits if necessary.

V. RESOURCES:

Lamar County Extension Office 4315 Bonham St, Suite A, and Paris Texas.  (903) 737-2443 

Paris-Lamar County Health District 400 West Sherman Street, Paris, Texas 75460 (903) 785-4561
  
Becoming a Farmers Market Vendor https://agrilifelearn.tamu.edu/s/product/texas-farmers-markets-becoming-a-vendor/01t4x000002ciSHAAY

Cooking up a Cottage Food Business  https://agrilifelearn.tamu.edu/s/product/cooking-up-a-cottage-food-business/01t4x000002ciNpAAI

Texas Cottage Food Law: https://texascottagefoodlaw.com/sb-572-summary . DSHS Guidelines https://www.dshs.texas.gov/retail-food-establishments/texas-cottage-food-production

Texas Food Handler/Cottage Food Business Course online: https://foodsafety.tamu.edu/courses/food-handlers-course-for-cottage-food-businesses

Selling Yard Eggs: https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/asset-external/selling-yard-eggs-in-texas

Retail RAW Milk info:  https://www.dshs.texas.gov/milk-dairy-unit/raw-milk-retail-sale   https://www.dshs.texas.gov/milk-dairy-unit

Farmers DSHS FAQ: https://www.dshs.texas.gov/retail-food-establishments/texas-farmers-market

Sales and Use ID info: www.window.state.tx.us

  
I. ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

YOUTH ENTREPRENEURS: Registration and Business License are required.  In addition, all vendors under 18 are required to submit a Youth Hold Harmless form to participate as a vendor at the FAM.

Farmers and Artisan Market welcomes youth as budding entrepreneurs who are learning to operate their own business. To provide hands-on experience of owning a business, youth under 17 can participate on an occasional basis free of charge.  For the purposes of the program, “occasional basis” means from time to time but in no event to include consecutive weekends.    Youth may apply as an entrepreneur through the MyGov portal using the Youth Entrepreneur application.  

a. Youth will be assigned a booth space in the designated youth areas and are expected be present at their space at all times. 
b. Youth must follow all appropriate guidelines
c. All items for sale must be approved FAM products.
d. All sales must be conducted by the registered youth only. 
e. An adult must be present with youth under 14yrs of age. 
f. Must be 17 or under to be considered for the youth entrepreneur program.
g. Free Youth Entrepreneur applications are accepted on a weekly basis and subject to booth availability.
Youth (under 18) may apply for a vendor space outside of the youth entrepreneur program.  Youth participating as a general vendor will not be limited to occasional participation. Vendors under 14 must be accompanied by an adult. To apply, please use the application form for Producers-Cottage Foods-Artisans application, vendor rules and guidelines and all applicable fees apply.


NON PROFITS 
Non Profit Organizations are welcome at the FAM one time a year. Non-Profits are not allowed to sell any items but can distribute free information on products or services. 

a. The Non-Profits must have received a determination letter from the Internal Revenue Service stating that the organization has been determined to be an exempt organization pursuant to 26 U.S.C. § 501(c)(3) (i.e. §501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1984), which determination letter has not been revoked.
b. Registration and license is required. 
c. Space will be assigned by the Market Square Manager upon completed application.
 


PERFORMANCES:
 Farmer and Artisan Market welcomes individuals to conduct a performance at no charge to the general public

a. Performers may include musicians, magicians, mimes, sketch artists, juggling or any similar types of performing artists allowed by the City of Paris.
b. Performers must provide a valid address and phone numbers to receive a Business License.
c. Performers must submit a driver’s license with this application.
d. Application must be completed at least 24 hours prior to the date of performance.
e. Performers under the age of 18 must be accompanied by a parent or guardian at performance location and be present during the entire performance. The parent must sign all application and release forms granting permission for the minor to perform. 
f. Performers may apply for a Business License during regular business hours, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. at City Hall Annex located at 150 1st SE, or online at www.paristexas.gov/farmersmarket  
g. There will be no exchange of payment between the City of Paris and the performers.
h. Performers must display permit while performing.
i. Performers shall be responsible for all needed equipment, special needs, parking, set-up, etc. 
j. No amplification sound equipment is allowed.
k. Performers may accept donations from the public.
l. Performers may sell their own merchandise during allocated time. Performers must submit a sample of the merchandise to the Market Square Manager for approval.
m. The performer’s license is issued on a first come first served basis.	
n. The use of profane, indecent, abusive or threatening language or behavior will result in denial or revocation of a permit.
o. Performers must wear appropriate clothing and maintain a neat and clean appearance at all times while performing. Shoes and shirts are required.
p. The City of Paris reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to deny or revoke a permit, or to cancel a performance.
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 Paris–Lamar County Health District 
400 West Sherman Street, Paris, Texas 75460-5646 
Health District: (903) 785-4561 
Women, Infant and Children (WIC): (903) 784-1411 
Fax: (903) 737-0978 
www.parislamarhealth.com 



REGULATORY CLARIFICATION
FOR
SELLING PROCESSED MEAT/POULTRY


A vendor must obtain a $75 seasonal or $150 annual permit issued by the Paris-Lamar County Health District to sell meat/poultry processed from a licensed and inspected facility. This permit will be valid for one season of operation (May-October) or (November-April) at the Farmers’ Market. Vendors must notify Caressha Milton at 903-785-4561 before selling any product at the Farmers’ Market.

Vendors will be subject to an inspection and must adhere to the following guidelines:

1. Product must be kept frozen.
2. A freezer must be used to keep products frozen.
3. Product must be clearly labeled by a licensed processing facility.

Applicable Texas Food Establishment Rules (TFER) Sections:

228.2 (57) Food Establishment
228.62 (a) Approved Source, compliance with food laws
228.63 (a) Specifications for receiving, Temperature
228.75 (a) Frozen food
228.247 Permit Requirement, prerequisite for operation
228.2 (136) Definition of Single Use Article
228.78 (b) (1) Honestly presented

The Applicable Texas Food Establishment Rules (TFER) Sections are available for review at www.parislamarhealth.com.	



Promoting Health. Preventing Disease.
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 Paris–Lamar County Health District 
400 West Sherman Street, Paris, Texas 75460-5646 
Health District: (903) 785-4561 
Women, Infant and Children (WIC): (903) 784-1411 
Fax: (903) 737-0978 
www.parislamarhealth.com 



REGULATORY CLARIFICATION
FOR
SELLING YARD EGGS AT A FARMERS’ MARKET

A vendor must obtain a $20 seasonal or a $40 annual permit issued by the Paris-Lamar County Health District to sell yard eggs at the Farmers’ Market. This permit will be valid for one season of operation (May-October) or (November-April) at the Farmers’ Market. Vendors must notify Caressha Milton at 903-785-4561 ext. 249 before selling eggs at the Farmers’ Market.

Vendors will be subject to inspection and must adhere to the following guidelines:

1. Eggs must be stored in a refrigerator with a thermometer at 45 degrees Fahrenheit or less.
2. Egg cartons or other containers must be labeled as “ungraded.”
3. Cartons must provide the vendor’s name and address.
4. Reuse of cartons is prohibited.


Applicable Texas Food Establishment Rules (TFER) Sections:

228.2 (57) Food Establishment
228.62 (a) Approved Source, compliance with food laws
228.63 (a) Specifications for receiving, Temperature
228.75 (f) Time and Temperature control, hot and cold holding
228.247 Permit Requirement, prerequisite for operation
228.2 (136) Definition of Single Use Article
228.78 (b) (1) Honestly presented
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